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OxyContin, and the aggressive,
misleading way that Purdue
Pharma marketed it, might have
been even more damaging than
‘was previously understood.

Recent research shows how the
company focused its marketing in
states with lighter prescription
regulation — to devastating ef-
fect.

Also, a new version of OxyCon-
tin introduced a decade ago —
which was meant to reduce harm
— had unintended consequences.
Besides contributing to heroin
overdoses, it led to hexpatitis C
and other infections. Careful stud-
ies are only now starting to reveal
the extent of the damage.

OxyContin is an  opioid
painkiller that Purdue Pharma
first brought to the U.S. market in
1996. Its chief innovation was its
12-hour timed release of oxy-
codone. This made it ripe for
abuse, since by crushing or dis-
solving OxyContin pills, abusers
of the drug could ingest the entire
dose at once.

Several studies have pointed to
Purdue’s aggressive marketing of
OxyContin as a significant con-
tributor to the opioid epidemic.
The marketing took various
forms, including calling and vis-
iting doctors; paying them for
meals and travel; providing gifts;
and funding pain treatment
groups that urged liberalization of
opioid prescribing.

Some of the company’s market-
ing messages minimized the po-
tential for OxyContin to lead to ad-
diction, for whichit paid over $600
million in fines in 2007.

A National Bureau of Economic
Research working paper pub-
lished last fall sheds light on Pur-
due’s role. The researchers, econ-
omists from the University of
Pennsylvania, the University of
Notre Dame and the RAND Cor-
poration, looked at variations in
prescribing regulations that led
Purdue to market OxyContin
more aggressively in some states
than in others.

The study found that OxyCon-
tin distribution was nearly twice
as high in states where regula-
tions made it easier to market.
Misuse of the drug was also
higher in the more marketed
states, both immediately after
OxyContin’s intreduction in 1996
and many years later.

The study relied on unsealed
documents from settled lawsuits
and investigations involving Pur-
due Pharma in Florida, West Vir-
ginia and Washington State. The
documents, obtained through
Freedom of Information Act re-
quests, included the company’s of-
ficial OxyContin launch plan, fo-
cus group research and budgets
from 1996-2002.

The documents showed that the
company largely avoided market-

ing OxyContin in states with “trip-
licate prescription programs.”
Prescribers of Schedule I1 opioids
like OxyContin in those states
were required to produce three
copies of each prescription: one to
be retained by them, one by the
pharmacy, and one forwarded to a
state agency. In addition to the ex-
tra paperwork and record keep-
ing, the mandated reporting in
triplicate programs raised con-
cerns among prescribers about
law enforcement scrutiny.
Consistent with other research,
Purdue’s own focus groups of pre-
scribers revealed that these pro-
grams had a chilling effect on opi-
oid prescribing. One study of a
Texas hospital found that its state
triplicate program reduced pre-
scribing of drugs it targeted by 60

Deadly consequences
of an aggressive
marketing strategy.

percent in the early 1980s. An-
other study of New York’s pro-
gram found a comparable decline
in the late 1980s.

The N.BER. study compared
changes over time in OxyContin
prescribing and related overdose
deaths in states with triplicate
programs — California, Idaho, Illi-
nois, New York and Texas — with
that of other states, controlling for
demographic and other differ-
ences across states. It found that
in 2000 alone, OxyContin use per
person was 250 percent higher in
states with less regulation as re-
flected by the absence of triplicate
programs. OxyContin misuse was
also much higher in those more
lightly regulated states, with
deadly consequences.

Over 1996-2017, opioid overdose
deaths would have been 44 per-
cent lower in states had they used
triplicate programs, the study es-
timated. And 65 percent of the
growth in overdose death rates
between 1996 and 2017 could be at-

tributed to the introduction and
marketing of OxyContin.

In 2010, Purdue discontinued
the original formulation of Oxy-
Contin and released one that re-
duced abuse of the drug, poten-
tially slowing the growth in opioid
addiction. When crushed, the new
formulation would not turn into a
powder; so it could not as easily be
snorted or injected. This did not
avoid all harms, however. As stud-
ies show, many misusers of Oxy-
Contin turned to heroin, which
brought a new set of risks.

The heroin overdose rate more
than tripled in several years after
the start of the new version of
OxyContin. The extent to which
the new formulation of the drug
inadvertently caused harms from
heroin depended in part on how
frequently original OxyContin
was being abused, which varied
substantially across states.

Several studies leveraged this
state variation to assess the new
formulation’s impact. An analysis
by three economists in the Ameri-
can Economic Journal: Economic
Policy found that states with the
highest rates of original OxyCon-
tin misuse had the largest in-
creases in heroin deaths after re-
formulation. They found that as
much as 80 percent of the three-
fold increase in heroin mortality
between 2010 and 2013 could be at-
tributed te the introduction of
abuse-deterrent OxyContin, Over
all, the study and others have
found that the new version of the
drug did not reduce total mortal-
ity, but shifted the cause of it from
one drug to another.

Injecting hercin comes with
other risks as well. By one esti-
mate, less than 2 percent of heroin
users fatally overdose, but one-
third to two-thirds of injection
drug users contract hepatitis C.
Others may contract hepatitis B
or H.LV. These diseases kill tens
of thousands of people annually.

One study in Health Economics
estimated that had OxyContin not
been reformulated, there would
have been 76 percent fewer cases
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of hepatitis C and 53 percent fewer
cases of hepatitis B between 2011
and 2015. Another study in Health
Affairs found that in states with
above-median rates of OxyContin
misuse before the new formula-
tion, there was a 222 percent in-
crease in hepatitis C infections af-

ter reformulation. But in states
with below-median misuse rates,
the increase was 75 percent.

A six-month stay in opioid liti-
gation against Purdue Pharma,
the maker of OxyContin, ends this
month. Nearly every state and
thousands of cities, towns, coun-

ties and Native American tribes
have brought suits against the
company. As Purdue Pharma tries
to reach final agreements on set-
tlements, the recent studies add
further evidence implicating the
company in the opioid crisis and
its consequences.

UCC PUBLIC SALE NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on May 5, 2020 commencing at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time (the *Sale Date"), at the law offices of Rich Michaslson Magalff, LLP
Iocated at 335 Madison Avente, 9th Floor, New York, NY 10017, based upon the occurrence of one or more Events of Default under cerlan documents (the *Loan
Documents") coples of whish are available for inspection as hereinafter described, pursuant to such Loan Douments and Artcle 9 of the Uniform Commersial
Gode as enacted In the State of New York (*UGC"), MSC Two Tower HoldGo, LLG (*Secured Party’) shall dispose of, by publc sale, the right, tte, and Inerest of
TG Mezz LLG (*Debtor”) in and to the Tollowing assels (collecivel, the *Callateral”): () one hundred percent (100%) of the imited Kbty cormpany Interests
in Two Tower Genter LLG, a Delaware limited 1ability company (“Premises Owner”; and (1) ll other “Gollateral® (as Such term s defined n that ceriain Pledge
and Securlty Agreement from Debtor fo Secured Party dated as of August 31, 2018 (the *Pledge Agreement')) pledged by Deblor to Secured Party under the
Pledge Agreerent. The publc sale shall be conducted by Mannion Auctions, LLC, by Willam Mannion, Aucioneer, NYG DCA License No. 706322, and/or Matthew
0. Mannion, Auctioneer, NYG DCA License No. 1434494, At the election of Secured Creditor, the public auction sale may take place by telephone, In Which case
instructions for particinating Inthe austion sl be provide to all Quallfed Bidders

Based upon nformation provided by Debtor, Premises Owner, and certain other persons and entties afiiated therewith, it is the understanding of Secured Party
(but without any representation or Warranty by Secured Party a5 10 the aceuracy or completeness of the folowing matiers) that {1 Debtor owns one hundred
percent (100%) of the limited liabity company membership Inerests i Premises Oumer (the *Membership Interests”); and (i) Debor Indireetly owns a toal of
one hundred percent (100%) of the fee Ineres In the real property desiqnated as x) Tract |, Tax Lot 2.21 xiot SFLA 413800, Tax Block 2.02 I the Township of
ast Brunswick, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey: ancl {y) Tract I, Tax Lot 2, Tax Block 2.02 Qual C0200 In the Township of East Brunswick, County of
Wi, tate of e Jroyad, oglhr T, s ko s 2 T Cnter Balaar, st Bunsc o D8BHG (e and Tt s g e
“Pramises”). B o he Premises to, among other things, a first mortgage (*Morlgage”)
originally made ny Dramsas Qwnr o Boma ot Raalty Partners Operating Partnership L.P. (0riginal Mortgage Lender”) securing indabtedness i the original
principal amourt of $50,000,000 (*Mortgage Loan).

“The Collatera s offered “AS 15, WHERE 15", withall fauts, and neither Secured Party o any person acting for o on benalfof Secured Party makesany guarantee,
representation, or warranty (including, without limitation, any representation or warrarty of merchantabilty or fitness), express or implied. of any kind or nature
whatsoever. Each bidder must make its own inquiries onceming the Collteral.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that n addition 1o any other requirements referenced n this notice there are specific requirements for any potential succassful
bidder in connection with abtaining information and bidding on the Collateral, Inclucing but not limited 1o execution of a confidentality agreament and a
requirement that each bigder must be a “Oualfied Transferee” (2 defined In that certain Intercreditor Agreement (‘Itercreditor Agreement) concarning, among
other hings, the Collateral) and that each bidder must deliver such documents as are required by the Intarcraditor Agreement and the goverming documents
relating to the Colateral.

ecured Party Wil be permitted to bid atthe sale, and notwithstanding any requirement herein that th sale of the Gollateral b for cash, Secured Party may credit
bid all o any portion o the outstanding balance of the amounts due under the Loan Documents, originally n the amount o $12.000,000. Secuired Pary reserves
the right, in ts sole and absolute discretion, 0 (a) set a minimum reserve price, to refect all bids (including without bmitation any bid that it deems to have been
made by bidder that is unable to satsty the requirements Imposed by the Secured Party upon prospestive bidders in connection with the sale or o whom in the
Secured Party’s solejudgment a sale may not awfully be made) and terminate the sale, or adjourn the saleto such ofher date and time a5 Secured Party may deem
proper, by announcement a the place and on the date of sale, and any subsequent adjournment thereof, without further publication or notice, and (b) impose any
other commersially reasonable conditions upon the sale of the Colateral as Secured Party may deem proper in its sole and absolute discretion.

“The Membership Intarests are unragistered sacurities under the Securities Aot of 1933 as amended. Beeause of ths, each prospective bidder seeking 1o be a
“Qualfiad Bidder” (as determined by Secured Pary In s sole and absolute discretion) shall b required, among other things, to exeeute and dellver 10 Secured
Partya *Bidding Gerifcate” carliying, among other things, that such bidder: (1) wil acquire the Collteralfor investment purposes, solely for its own account
and Not with a view 1o distribution o resale; (11 is an aceredited investor witin the meaning af the applicable securities lavs; (1) has suficient knowledge and
@xperience in financial and bUsIness Matters S0 as 1o be capable of evaluating the meris ancl fisks of investment and has suficent financial means to afford the
risk of investment i the Collateral; and (1v) il not resell or otheryise hypothecate the Collateral without efther  vald registration under applicabie federal of stata
faws, ncluding without imitation the Securities Act of 1933 as amendad, of an available exemption therefrom

“The publc sale of the Gollateral all be subject o the further terms and conditions Set forth in the “Terms of Public Sale” (Including without imitation terms and
soniilons il espect 0t avallablty of ol nformaton, biddingequirements denosit amauns,biding progedures. and e onsummaton of e publ
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